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To the wonderful folks at WETA!

Hello, first, I should say that I am not Happy Rhodes.  My name is Vickie Mapes and I have no professional interests in Happy or her music career. I’m not sending these CDs at her request, I’m just a fan, and I like sending her music out to people who might enjoy it.  I thought that maybe they could be played and passed around and perhaps someone at WETA  might like and take an interest in her music.  If not, perhaps the CDs could be passed along to others who might enjoy her type of music. It’s the only gift I have to give to any of you who worked on The Lord of the Rings. “Thanks” just doesn’t seem adequate enough for how I feel about The Fellowship of the Ring and The Two Towers. 


I went to see the first movie without having read the books. I’d never even been interested in reading the books (I’m a non-fiction kinda gal) and hardly knew what the story was. I really only went because I’m a fan of Peter Jackson’s earlier films (especially Forgotten Silver). I would have been at the theater on opening day no matter what. From the time the lights went down and the voices started whispering, to the end credits (which we always sit through), I was engrossed, enthralled, mesmerized. I walked out of the theater electrified. I really felt a buzzy high (completely natural, I assure you) and wanted to see it again. Immediately! All told, I ended up seeing Fellowship 10 times on the big screen (and several more times since the DVDs have come out). So far, I’ve seen The Two Towers 7 times. My husband loves the movies as much as I do, as does my son and daughter-in-law (who first read the books as a child).


After the first viewing, I took down my husband’s box set of paperbacks and began reading The Hobbit. I finished it very quickly and then read The Fellowship of the Ring. I didn’t intend to read The Two Towers or Return of the King until after I saw the films (I wanted to be surprised) but I couldn’t help myself, I read them, and loved them too. I went back to see FOTR twice after the scenes from The Two Towers were added and though I’d love to see scenes from ROTK added to TTT, I understand why it’s not going to happen. I’m going to have a hard time waiting until December.  You’ve all done such a tremendous job and literally everyone who has seen the work is proud of you all. One of them is me, a secretary from Chicago. I’d also like to congratulate everyone there on your Academy Awards. We all know that next year, though there’s a danger of Academy voters feeling resentful if they feel they’re “supposed” to vote for ROTK, it should do very well indeed. The quality will be there. I have no doubt about that.


As I said, the CDs are a “thank you” gift. Happy’s music means a lot to me and it’s the only thing I could think of that would equal what Lord of the Rings has meant to me. I buy extras of her albums just to do that, give away as gifts. Since Happy has 10 albums, and it’s hard to know what people will like, I’m sending a selection. One of them, Many Worlds Are Born Tonight, is very electronic, while the others are somewhat more acoustic, especially The Keep. RhodeSongs is a compilation of songs from her first 7 albums. I love all her albums nearly equally so it’s hard to pick which ones to give away, but those will suffice as a sample of her music.

I’m sending two of each CD in hopes that perhaps someone there could (please?) pass the extras on to Fran Walsh and Peter Jackson (with the message that if they don’t care for them, please pass them on to someone else).  My thanks in advance.

Even though Happy has recorded and released 10 albums, she doesn’t have an agent, or a manager, or even a record label (as of this writing). She’s just about as “Indie” as you can get. She released her first 9 albums on a tiny indie label called Aural Gratification, then, after she’d already recorded her 10th album, was signed to Samson Records. They released Many Worlds Are Born Tonight, but then dropped her because they didn’t know what in the world to do with her. She doesn’t really fit into any particular genre box. I’ve been a fan since 1988, and I’ve been on the Internet mailing list dedicated to her (called Ecto) since 1991. Happy started playing guitar when she was 11, and writing music when she was 13.  At 17 she started working at a recording studio in Rensselaer, NY as an apprentice engineer.  To learn the equipment, she started recording her own songs and those songs eventually were released on cassettes, and made up her first 4 albums. If anyone’s interested, there is much more information about her at her web site: www.auntiesocialmusic.com. (Btw, pay no attention to the addresses in the CD liner notes, they’re all out of date.)

Thank you all again. Your efforts are appreciated, and I’m looking forward to the last film with great anticipation. Is it December yet??

Most sincerely,
Vickie Mapes
Chicago, IL


